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From the Editor’s Cubicle
Rich Gibson, Editor

I am not at risk, but certain of sounding like a broken
record. All the same, I’ll say it—I love spring. It
behooves youto keep your eyes open, and keep paying
attention. Yes, the daffodils have come and gone; ditto
the crabapples and redbuds and a lot of the fruit trees.
But the tulips are out; our apple trees are spectacular; one
of our early peony bushes has already exploded into
scarlet, with promise of more of them soon to follow suit.
And the black locusts, viburnums, and roses are giving
notice that they’re almost ready for theirappearance. I could wax poetic, even
mystical or spiritual, about spring. Be grateful for my restraint.
Another feature of spring is the OMG!, the Outdoor Mensa Gathering, will
happen this month. Whatever your outdoor passion—hiking, camping, just
hanging with your buds—indulge it for a wonderful weekend. Hope you make
it; hope to see you there.
As you may expect, we have a number of things to occupy your time:

- Another poem from Marilyn Wolf

- Theodore Talks

- And notices of Zoom talks being put on by other Mensa chapters
Hope you enjoy them. Hope even harder that you get out and enjoy the
spectacular spring!

Daniel Jones Indianapolis | IN | Joined




LocSection
Jan Pfeil Doyle

Mark your calendars for Central Indiana Mensa's
Outdoor Gathering on May 17-19 at the Versailles
(Indiana) State Park. We rent the group camp and stay
in dormitory-style cabins with beds (bring your
sleeping bags). There's a central building where we
hangout, play games, cook, eat, etc. Outdoor activities
include hiking and maybe a campfire. It's a wonderful,
fun, relaxing, unstructured weekend! You can’t beat the
cost of $65 total for food and lodging! If you can't stay
for the whole weekend, come for the day on Saturday.
For more info or to register, go to www.indymensa.org/wp4/big-events/. | hope
to see many of you there!

Annual Gathering — Speaking of gatherings, the Annual Gathering (U.S.
Mensa's national convention) will be July 3-7 in Kansas City. This year’s theme
is “Nerd Camp.” Many consider the AG to be the ultimate Mensa experience—
several speaker tracks, 24-hr games and hospitality rooms, SIGs, Meet-and-
Greets, tours, 1,800 or so fellow Mensans, and more—the AG has it all! You
can find more information and register at www.ag.us.mensa.org.

ICYMI (In Case You Missed It) —

e We had a nice turn out for our April monthly gathering, including four
potential new members: two students and their parents from Apogee
School, guests of David Bonner. Program Chair Ann Hake selected a TED
talk, “Birds Aren’t Real? How a Conspiracy Takes Flight” that delved into
how conspiracy theories develop and propagate, and had solid
recommendations on how to deal with them. This was the second time
we’ve watched and discussed a TED talk; both have been illuminating and
thought-provoking.

e Thebook group had a spirited discussion on Outlive: The Science & Art of
Longevity by Peter Attia, MD. Thanks to Rich and Jackie Gibson for
hosting!

National and International Mensa Elections This Month — Life
members and those who renewed before April 1st are eligible to vote. The
emails for the American Mensaand Mensa International elections should be in
your inbox. They'll come from yeselections and Civica Election Services,
respectively. Please take a moment to honor those volunteering to serve on your
behalf by casting your ballot. Because relatively few members vote, your
choices will carry a lot of weight. Our current (and most-excellent) RVC, Jon
Grubele is running for 2™ Vice Chair, so please consider voting for him. Voting
ends May 15,
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Three Sedoka

Marilyn Wolf
Three Sedoka
Orbiter Riiini
blue-green marble spins a drop at a time
on its path 31'0“}1(1 ol’sol falling from the sky above
a seasoned trav’ler indeed splashing up from below too
she t1"avels .alonc? ) tear drops stain the face
dancing daily with sisters emotional eruption
to the colors of the sun excluding any rainbows
Home

Warm and familiar
Sharing family, friends, food
A safe place for relaxing

Behind door secrets

Haven for intimacy

Cozy lover’s bungalow
©2022

Wiritten collaboratively by Dennis L. White & Marilyn Wolf.
We took turns writing and replying to the stanzas.

The Sedoka is an unthymed poem made up of two three-line
katauta with the syllable counts: 5/7/7, 5/7/7. A Sedoka,

pair of katauta as a single poem, may address the same

subject from differing perspectives. A katauta is an unrthymed

three-line poem with the following syllable counts: 5/7/7.



2024 Book Group Reading List
Rich Gibson

We had a wonderful Bring-A-Book session in November, and are pleased and
proud to present our next reading list:

Title Author(s) Date
Mustafa
The Coming Wave Suleyman 5/19/2024
The Matter With Things,
Chapter 12 lain McGilchrist 6/16/2024
The Elegant Defense Matt Richter 7/21/2024
The Comfort Crisis Michael Easter 8/18/2024
Brian Cox
Black Holes Jeff Horshaw 9/22/2024
Being Heumann Judith Heumann 10/20/2024
Anaximander Carlo Rovelli 11/17/2024
Naked Statistics Charles Wheelen 12/15/2024
The Gulf;
Making of an American  Jack E Davis
Sea 1/19/2025
Mensa Book Group Previews
Rich Gibson

THIS MONTH:: The Coming Wave: Technology, Power, and
the 21st Century’s Greatest Dilemma, by Mustafa

Suleyman

The Coming Wave: Technology, Power, and the 21st Century’s Greatest
Dilemma, by Mustafa Suleyman, 352 pp, published in September 2023, will be
discussed at the Mensa Book Group meeting on Sunday, May 19, at 2:00 PM.
See the MIND Calendar/Events or Meetup for more information.

Mr. Suleyman is the co-founder and CEO of Inflection Al. Previously he co-
founded DeepMind, which is now Google DeepMind. His book traces out the
future of the world economy and world civilization for the rest of this century.
The three pillars of the unparalleled innovation and change that he sees are Al,
biotechnology, and practically unlimited sustainable energy. The dilemma he
sees is whether we will allow Al to become as powerful as it can; the unease he
feels is wondering whether we can limit Al at all. After all, both good and bad
world actors are capable of grabbing Al and running with it; it therefore seems
incumbent on the good guys to run with it as hard as they can.

DeepMind, by the way, is the Al that solved one of the gnarliest biology
problems of the last 50 years: how do long chains of proteins fold themselves
into 3D shapes? All the countless proteins in our bodies are in 3D, and up to
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recently we had no idea how they did it. DeepMind solved the problem so
quickly, the community working this problem was gobsmacked, some saying, “I
never dreamed this would be solved in my lifetime.”

Suleyman begins by writing, “It’s no exaggeration to say the entirety of the
human world depends on either living systems or our intelligence. And yet both
are now in an unprecedented momentof exponential innovation and upheavall,
an unparalleled augmentation that will leave little unchanged.”

Reading this book may be critical for our understanding of our near future.
Please read it, and come to our meetingon May 19™ at 2:00 to discuss it. We’d
love to see you there.

NEXT MONTH—The Matter With Things: Our Brains, Our
Delusions, and the Unmaking of the World, Vol. I, (Chapter

4 only!) by lain McGilchrist

The Matter With Things: Our Brains, Our Delusions, and the Unmaking of the
World, Vol. I, (Chapter 4 only!) by lain McGilchrist, 807 pp, published in 2021,
will be discussed at the Mensa Book Group meeting on Sunday, June 16™, at
2:00 PM. See the MIND Calendar/Events or Meetup for more information.
This and its companion volume are freaking huge! If you can find it in the
library, well and good. Chapter 12 is only 69 pages long, but is so full of neat
stuff we’re sure it will fill up our discussion time. If you don’twant to buy your
own copy for one measly chapter, fear not—we’re seeking to distribute the
relevant chapter as a PDF file. Which means, let us know early if you’re
coming, so we can get a copy to you!

Thisreading is an intellectually vibrant piece of work; it seemsto be an accurate
representation of itsauthor, Dr McGilchrist, a true polymath. He has degrees in
in English and medicine, and has been elected a fellow of All Souls College,
Oxford University, three times. This chapter treats biology from the perspective
of neuroscience, epistemology, and metaphysics; you’d better strap in while
reading it. It’s breathtaking. As one passage goes, “As the biologists try to
account for mind in purely material terms, physicists have increasingly been
inclined to account for matter by appealing to mind.”

He begins by doing his level best to demolish all concepts of biology and
genetics as mechanical or computational. His rendering of the complexity and
dynamism of biology and life was quite sufficient to convince me, a mere
engineer. He goes onto presentlife itself as a teleological process; that is, one
that seeks goals and has meaning. A basic foundation to his argument is that
single cells, whether as part of a much larger organism such as ourselves, or
even an organism all by itself, seems capable of decisions and independent
activity. Nothing is static in a cell; it’s not so much a thing as a large number of
processes which it can begin, interrupt, or finish based on its conversations with
other cells and its environment.

Thisisa truly gripping and mind-expanding read. Please get hold of it, through
our PDF, fromthe library, or even springing the big bucks to get your own copy.
Then come and talk about it at 2:00 on Sunday, June 161, Loveto see you there.



San Francisco Regional Mensa
Speaker Series
/ Virtual Presentation

David Brin
Sheila Finch

"‘\ Ejner Fulsang
"' Pat Murphy 9

N

Many Modes of Mind

7 More information
Sunday May 19- 2'3Opm PT https://livepresentation.link/info
For more information, scan barcode or see text on page 20

Puzzle Column

Written by Alan Stillson of Greater Los Angeles Mensa and reprinted with
permission of the author (http:/stillsonworks.com)

MAY SONG PUZZLES

Find the song titles that contain May or may in the given lyric lines.
Example: May your days be merry and bright. Answer: White Christmas.

May you be like Ruth and like Esther.
There may be trouble ahead.

Shot down in May.

Or we may never meet again.

. May nothing you dismay.

Gibraltar may tumble.

And for all the in-between years, come what may.
They bring the flowers that bloom in May.
. It’s just a spring clean for the May queen.
10. You may grow up to be a mule.
Solutions on page 17

YoNosOrwNE
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May 2024 Events

Indy Lunch Bunch — 1st and 3 Wednesday

5/1, 12:00 noon ET - Virtual *Online*

5/15, 12:00 noon ET - MCL Restaurant and Bakery, 2370 W. 86th St, Indianapolis
RSVP Karen Steilberger, steilkr@sbcglobal.net

LIVE Ham ‘n’ Eggs (Hamilton County Eggheads) — 1st Saturday
5/4,10:00am - 12 noon ET - Atrio, 11700 Illinois St, Carmel, IN, (located at IU Health
North) RSVP:Alison Brown, 317-846-6798, SIGHT@indymensa.org

LIVE Mensa Chowhounds Lunch — 2nd and 4th Wednesday
5/8, 2:00pmET - Movable Feast

5143 E 65th St,, Indianapolis, IN 46220

5/22, 2:00pm ET Gaucho’s Fire (Brazilian street food)

3746 E 82nd St Indianapolis, IN 46240

Late lunch or early dinner? You decide!

For more information or to RSVP Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590.

VIRTUAL Sunday Social — Some Sundays (check the calendar) from 7:00pm —-8:30pm
ET Drop in any time for casual chat. Contact: Teresa, agl8tg@yahoo.com.

VIRTUAL and LIVE Monthly Gathering - 2 Friday,
5/10, 7:00pm — 11:00pm ET

All Souls Unitarian Church, 5805 E. 56th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46226. See last page
of MIND for map and directions. Members: $7.00, Non-Members: $10.00; Children 6-
18: $5.00, under 6: free.

LIVE Games and Conversation Night — 3™ Saturday, Odd Months

5/18, 6:00pm — 10:30pm ET

Westfield, IN

Join Candis and Robert King for an evening of Games & Conversation. Please call 630-
642-9063 or 630-253-1350 to indicate you will be there and to get the address.

VIRTUAL and LIVE Book Group

5/19, 2:00pm E

The Coming Wave: Technology, Power, and the 21st Century’s Greatest
Dilemma - Mustafa Suleyman

For more details, to RSVP, or for Zoom link, contact Rich Gibson at
hoot.gibson.tds@gmail.com or 770-548-5217.

LIVE Mensans Dining Out - 31 Sunday

5/19, 6pm ET

Portillo’s Fishers

9201 E 116th St, Fishers, IN 46037

For more information or to RSVP, contact Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590.
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OMG! Outdoor Mensa Gathering! LIVE!
May 17, 18, 19, 2024

Versailles State Park, Indiana

Join Central Indiana Mensa for a laidback weekend in the woods. If
you're thinking that you aren’t the “outdoorsy” type, think again!

Things to know:

e All meals are provided, along with lodging, scenery, and
MENSANS!

o No animals (except the ones who live there!)

o No unaccompanied minors

IMPORTANT TO KNOW:

There are no cabins with toilets
We will not be providing alcohol, but please feel free to

bring your own. There will be designated refrigerator space.
As in the past, we will provide soft drinks, bottled water, and

coffee. This keeps the cost down for everyone.

Fees:
e  Adults full weekend is $65 per person!
Saturday only is $45.
Kids up to age 6 are $25, and ages 6-12 are $40.

Visitor

Registration and pay online at: https://cim-0g-2024.eventbrite.com

Or mail a check to: Teresa Gregory
6076 Dewey Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46219

So grab your sleeping bags and towels,
and join us at Versailles State Park.

There is also a per-car park entry fee: $7 Indiana Resident, $9

11
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May 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday
1

*Lunch Bunch*

5 6 7 8

*Sunday Social* Chowhounds
12 13 14 15

*Sunday Social* Lunch Bunch
19 20 21 22

OMG!

Book Group: * ExCom* Chowhounds
Dining Out

26 27 28 29

*Sunday Social*

*Virtual Zoom Events*

Important Info for In-Person Events: Be Kind!-As we are entering cold and
flu season, if you’re not feeling well or have any symptoms such as a fever,
cough, runny nose, COVID, etc, PLEASE be courteous to your fellow members
and don’t attend.



Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4
Ham’n Eggs
9 10 11
Monthly
Gathering
16 17 18
OMG! OMG!
Games Night
23 24 25
30

If you lose your MIND (oh, my!) or want additional information, check
www.indymensa.org or join our Meet Up group, http:/www.meetup.com/central-indiana-
mensa. Meet Up is free to join and you’ll get reminders of upcoming events. It’s a great
way to stay in the loop.
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Jon’s Journal - News for Region 4
Jon Gruebele, RVC4

Board of Directors (AMC) Meeting Update

On March 9, your AMC met in Dallas, TX. The proposed annual dues increase
from $79 to $107 (35%) passed on an 8-5 vote. While some increase was
needed, | felt this proposal went too far and voted against it. 3-year, 5-year, and
additional family memberships are tied to annual dues and therefore also
increased on April 15t Lifetime duesare calculated differently based on cost and
annuity factors. These may be adjusted as often as annually and were last
increased in January.

While I fervently hope these additional revenues won’t be offset by a significant
membership decline, that’s certainly possible. The new dues are only
$8.92/month, butwe bill annually. Crossing that psychological 3-digit barrier is
worrisome.

The budget for fiscal year 2024-2025 starting April 15t was also approved. It
assumed some but not much additional revenue resulting from the new dues
rates. Most membership renewals are expected to happen at the old rates. We’ll
get some added revenue from people who renew late or from new members.
Offsetting that increase are the multi-year or life memberships that were
purchased in the past, meaning we’re still recognizing those revenues at the old
rates.

The budget included an increase to the Local Group funding from $0.85 to
$0.96/member/month (13%). | would hope that could again be increased in
future years as the full effect of any additional revenues is felt. The Regional
Vice Chair (RVC) allotmentwas increased from $2,000 to $3,000. This should
help RVCs stay in touch with their Local Groups, particularly in Regions where
RVCs have to fly to get to them. Sadly, our already meager advertising budget
was reduced to just $78,000.

Our Executive Director reported our membership numbers through March 8t
were 47,661. We gained a few more members through the end of the fiscal year,
ending around 48,167. That’s down about 629 or 1.3% from fiscal year-end
2023. This continues a downward trend we’ve seen since our peak in 2010.
On the bright side, net sales from the Mensa Store are expected to exceed
$100,000 this year. This is one way we get revenues from sources other than
member dues. Please feel free to buy a t-shirt or something.

We had some position changes initiated by the resignation of Angie Christie as
1stVice Chair. Our 2" Vice Chair Baker Ring assumed her position. We chose
not to backfill the 2" Vice Chair spot for the couple of months before the
upcoming election.

Finally, the AMC election will remain open until mid-May. Please review the
candidates’ qualifications and vote for the best. Since many members don’t vote,
yours will carry much more weight than usual. You’ll be voting for Secretary,
Treasurer, and 2" Vice Chair — for which I am one of two candidates.



Feedback? Please contact me at rvc4 @us.mensa.org or via phone/text at +1 309
693 1359. Region 4’s Facebook group is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/americanmensaregion4.

Books On The Runway

Margy Fletcher

Author: Maggie Ryan Sandford

Title: Consider the Platypus: Evolution Through Biology's Most Baffling
Beasts

Publisher: Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers/Hachette Book Group, Inc.
Year: 2019

Has Been Read by: Margy Lancet Fletcher

Book Description: In 1789, Benjamin Franklin, in reference to the
“permanency” of the new U. S. Constitution, remarked in a letter to Jean -
Baptiste Le Roy that “nothing can be said to be certain exceptdeath and taxes.”
A more far-reaching inevitability can be added to this list: change. Feared at
least subliminally by all, and reviled and mightily resisted particularly by the
conservative-minded, change through evolution, asserts science journalist and
science education researcher Maggie Ryan Sanford, is a powerful adaptive tool
worth celebrating, not denigrating. Indeed, evolution has wrought a delightfully
diverse menagerie of creatures, the oddest of which are featured in Sandford’s
rollicking, humorous, and informative volume, Consider the Platypus.

The book’s preface lays the groundwork for the author’s exploration of
evolutionand its extraordinary effects on terrestrial life;; definitions of the terms
“evolution,” “animal,” and “theory;” a biographical sketch of Charles Darwin,
and an explanation of the author’s preference for representing our natural
heritage as a River, not a Tree of Life (see excerpt below). The fifty unusual
creatures profiled in the book are arranged in the following categories, laid out
in the book’s four parts:

Part 1 - Outside In: The mechanics of natural selection applicable to
animal appearances (e.g., duck-billed platypus, blue whale, peppered moth).

Part 2 - Song of Myself: Genetic comparisons between humans and
other animal species (e.qg., fruit fly, zebra finch, house mouse, bonobo).

Part 3 - Hopeless Monsters: Bizarre, seemingly useless adaptations that
ultimately generate more successful species (e.g., barn owl, aye-aye, velvet
spider, little brown bat).

Part 4 - The Secret to Eternal Life: What enables long lifespans in
certain creatures (e.g., axolotl, naked mole rat, honeybee, tardigrade).
Sandford concludes her volume with the website name whereby the reader can
access the 500 sources to which she referred in the process of researching and
writing this book: ctheplatypus.com, and with some words to the wise: “Be
skeptical. Stay curious.”

Has this book changed the way you think, your attitude toward life, or evenyour
life itself? If so, how?


mailto:rvc4@us.mensa.org
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Like a (peppered) moth to the proverbial flame, | am eternally attracted to high-
quality naturalist literature. Teeming with Rodica Prato’s marvelous sketches
and with historical artwork and photographs, Consider the Platypus certainly
does not disappoint. Both thought-provoking and mirthful, this book is an
effective antidote to my usual April preoccupation with death and taxes (my
mother’s passing on April Fool’s Day in 2005, and, of course, the IRS...). It has
motivated me to look out the window and absorb nature’s spring bounty - the
awe-inspiring products of the millennia-long and continuing process of
evolution. Our planetis in a constant state of flux, as is evolutionary science as
a discipline - thank the heavens!

Who should definitely read this book? Why? Consider the Platypus is
formatted similarly to a textbook, each chapter devoted to a unique animal
speciesand featuring a grouping of brief sidebars covering such topics as: the
percentage of genomes shared with humans, the evolutionary timeline of the
species, Charles Darwin’s writings on the individual creature, the animal’s
physical and behavioral attributes, lessons learned from the study of this beast,
and terms defined (examples thereof are mammal, gene glow, hybrid,
convergent evolution, comparative anatomy, genetics, genome, transposons,
coevolution). Fortunately, this theoretical primer provides an infinitely more
enjoyable reading experience than the average school textbook offers. The
clever and colorful writing style should appeal to all readers, high school level
and above, with a background or interest in the life sciences. Unlike Darwin’s
four-year circumnavigation of the planet, this educational journey is truly the
destination. Aye-aye, mates!

How long might it take to read this book? This mid-length, eminently
fascinating book should be easy to read and difficult to put down; thus, the 263
pages of text can be perused in 3 to 5 days.

Give a short characteristic section, an awesome sentence, or inspiring quote:

Naturalists before Darwin and many more after him have tried to
reimagine the tree of life..., that allowed the tree to spiral in on itself so as to
accommodate all the information springing from it... [T]he explosion of
genomic science has begun to work with the image of a web of life, presenting
connections between species that haven’t shared an ancestor for millennia...

For this book, consider a river.

Like a tree, a river branches, but its path is determined only by its
environmentand the laws of physics (such as gravity, friction, and motion). It
does not have a predetermined shape; it doesn’t have a driving “life” force. It
simply runs toward the ocean, diverted by rocks, hills, valleys, and
weather. Over timeand space, somerivuletsdry into gas and reenter the water
cycle (like animals dying off, ending lineages and returning organic molecules
to the environment), while other rivulets might split, shrink, or grow.

The river has volume,too; three dimensions rather than single points
linked by lines. When we talk about “an animal” here we’re not (usually)



talking about a single animal from which all others spring. We’re not even
talking about two animals and their lineage, like the “begats” on a human family
tree. We’re talking about groups of animals, populations over time, that bred
and changed en masse, branched and met back up, grew and shrank, left a few
fossils behind and brought traces of all of those changes with them.

Solutions to May Puzzle:

1. May you be like Ruth and like Esther = Sabbath Prayer

2. There may be trouble ahead = Let’s Face the Music and Dance
3. Shot down in May = That’s Life

4. Or we may never meet again = It’s Not for Me to Say

5. May nothing you dismay = God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

6. Gibraltar may tumble = Our Love is Here to Stay

7. And for all the in-between years, come what may = All the Way
8. They bring the flowers that bloom in May = April Showers
9.1t’s just a spring clean for the May queen = Stairway to Heaven
10. You may grow up to be a mule = Swinging on a Star

May Theodore Talk

Brad Lucht

In an effort to promote attendance to the 2024 AG, this year the first six talks
will address some of Kansas City’s unique attractions. This is the fifth talk in
that series.

The title of the May Theodore Talk is, "Rags To Bebop: The Swinging Sounds
Of Kansas City". This virtual event will take place on Zoom May 26 at 2:30
p.m. Central Time (3:30 Eastern, 12:30 Pacific).

Fueled by riffsand powered by tight ensemble work Kansas City jazz first rolled
across the nationin the 1930s. The list of musicians who worked and made their
home in Kansas City during the golden age of jazz represent a veritable Who's
Who of Jazz: Count Basie, Mary Lou Williams, Lester Young, Bennie Moten,
Walter Page, Jay McShann, Joe Turner, Pete Johnson, Julia Lee, Harlan
Leonard, Andy Kirk and Kansas City's most infamous son--Charlie “Bird”
Parker.

Between 1890 and 1945, Kansas City was a wide-open, prosperous, swinging
town. Edward Morrow advised the readers of his column in the Omaha World-
Herald that "'If you wantto see sin, forget Paris, go to Kansas City." This Paris
of the Plains was the commercial and entertainment center for points North,
West and South.

The good-timesand apparent prosperity were made possible by political boss
Tom Pendergast, who dominated Kansas City politics from 1920 until his
indictment for income tax evasion in 1939. Underthe control of the Pendergast
Machine, Kansas City was an intemperate swinging town.

Musicians from across the country flocked to Kansas City, drawn by the easy
atmosphere and wealth of jobs in the dance halls and nightclubs sprinkled



liberally between 12th and 18th Streets. Pianist Mary Lou Williams recalled,
“fifty or more cabarets rocking on 12th and 18th Streets... the town was wide
open for drinking, gambling and pretty much every form of vice. Naturally,
work was plentiful for musicians.” It was in this permissive atmosphere that
Kansas City jazz flowered. Legends like pianist-bandleader Count Basie,
saxophonist-bandleader Andy Kirk, singer Big Joe Turner, trumpeter Oran
Thaddeus “Hot Lips” Page, and pianist-bandleader Jay McShann all played in
Kansas City. A saxophone player named Charlie Parker began his ascent to
fame here in his hometown in the 1930s.

Chuck Haddix is Director of the Marr Sound Archives, which houses a
collection of more than 450,000 historic sound recordings. He also teaches
Kansas City jazz history at the Kansas City Art Institute, and is the author

of Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker, as well as co-author of Kansas
City Jazz: From Ragtime to Bebop-A History. He will describe, through historic
photos and recordings, what these halcyon days of Kansas City Jazz were like.

Register for this presentation at https://tinyurl.com/bdhexd4u.
You must register for each lecture with an email address associated with your
Zoomaccount. If you don’t have one, you can sign up for a free Zoom account
at https://zoom.us/signup. Even if you can't attend the live Theodore Talk, as
longas you register in advance you will receive a link to the Zoom recording of
the event. All Theodore Talks have Closed Captioning enabled.

Remember, Theodore Talks are free to all members, in an effort to provide value
to your membership.
Questions? Contact Brad Lucht at TheodoreTalks@MAMensa.org.

Bennie Moten Orchestra
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Ripped From the Pages of MIND!
Teresa Gregory

Scenes from the 2009 OMG! Outdoor Mensa Gathering




Many Modes of Mind (continued from page 20)

Science fiction often describes meeting other intelligent species. Often a
universal communicator or an assumption of a common language bypasses the
need to explain communication. In the real world we will have to establish
communication without a common basis.

. What senses could be used to communicate? One of the five we have,
or something we can’t even yet imagine?
. Could the other species have no need for communication? Perhaps a

hive mind or a colony creature like a jellyfish? Perhaps what appears to be a
discrete creature is part(s) of one being with no more necessity to communicate
than you do when you move a limb.

Our panel consists of four current science fiction writers who will discuss
multiple possibilities in the realm of communication with beings sharing our
world and those that we may meet in our future explorations.
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Central Indiana Mensa ExCom 3/19/24
Karen Wilczewski, Secretary

The regular monthly meeting of the Central Indiana Mensa ExCom was held
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, March 19, 2024.

LocSec Jan Pfeil Doyle called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Members present: Jan Pfeil Doyle, Barb George, Ann Hake, Judy Weitzman,
Karen Wilczewski, Kurt Williams, and Bob Zdanky

Guests: Teresa Gregory, Jon Applegate

Kurt moved and Barb seconded approving the minutes as amended. The
motion passed.

Ann moved to approve the January Treasurer’s report, Bob seconded
accepting the January Treasurer’s report. The motion passed.

Ann moved and Barb seconded that we accept the February Treasurer’s
report as amended. The motion passed.

A membership report was compiled by Jan based on information available as of
2/29/24 from American Mensa: 469 members, 3 new, 2 move-in, 1 rejoin, and 5
prospects.

Old Business

Jan formed the Nominating Committee for this year’s upcoming ExCom
election. Teresa will Chair and Larry Marcus and Marcele Everest will
serve on the Committee. Ann moved that we approved the members of
the Nominating Committee. Kurt seconded.

The CultureQuest®team(s) are being formed.

Jan will form a committee to count the votes and assist Ann with getting
the vote out for the Fall ExCom election.

Teresa: 2024 OG. Teresa will compile a flyer announcing Ms can attend
the upcoming OG.

Survey Monkey will be used to compile votes in the upcoming ExCom
election. Steps will be taken to assure that Ms only vote once. And,
according to the bylaws, Ms will also receive paper ballots.

New Business

Kurt moved that we cash out theinterest and reinvest the principle from our
$10K CD that’s maturing April 12%. Ann seconded and the motion passed.

Kurt moved that we adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.; Barb seconded.
The motion passed



Treasurer’s Reports

Kurt Williams
Balance Sheet (as of 3/31/2024)

Bank Accounts 2/29/2024 3/31/2023
Checking — Regular $2,461.09 $2,149.21
Checking — Scholarship 120.00 120.00
Checking — MG Cash 25.00 25.00
Checking — Events Checking 2,644.88 2,644.88
CD — First Internet 10,000.00 10,000.00
Total Assets $ 15,250.97 $14,939.09
Unrealized accrued interest on CD 438.38 482.26
Other Assets
USPS Stamps Value $341.00 $341.00
Total Number of USPS Stamps 620 620
Profit & Loss Statement (2/29/2024 — 3/31/2023)
Income
Monthly Gathering Income $0
National Support 398.65
Testing Support 0
New Member/Lapsed Member 2.00
Total Income Total Income
EXxpense
MG Hospitality $0
MIND Printing 350.96
Facility Rental (All Souls) 100.00
Total Expenses $450.96




Mensa Monthly Gathering Location
All Souls Unitarian Church
5805 E. 56th St., Indianapolis

From 1-465 on the east side of Indianapolis, take the 56™ St exit west
(exit 40).
Turn left on Channing Rd (1.2 miles from the [-465 exit).

The church parking lot is on your left.
Look for signs within the building, meeting in Beattie Room

I-465 (east side of Indy)

All Souls Unitarian Church
5805 E. 56% St.
(Corner of 56t St. and Channing Rd.)

56™ St (exit 40)
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