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Publishing Statement
Central Indiana Mensa, a Local Group of American Mensa, Ltd.,
publishes MIND monthly. Mensa is a not-for-profit organization open
to all persons scoring in the 98t percentile on a standardized
intelligence test. Mensa neither endorses nor opposes the opinions

published in MIND, which are those of the individual contributors.

Contribution Guidelines

MIND contributions may be sent to mind.editor@yahoo.com, or
Richard Gibson, 5726 Toad Hollow Ln, Indianapolis, IN 46220.
Contributions may be edited for length or to remove offensive
material and may not include personal attacks. No anonymous
contributions will be published, but the Editor will withhold the
author's name from the public on request. Contributions should
be submitted no later than the Friday following the ExCom
meeting (usually the third Friday of the month) for the following

month’s edition.

Reprint Information

Mensa publications may freely reprint material from MIND. If a piece
bears an individual copyright, publishers must obtain a release from

the author.

Advertising

MIND accepts paid advertising. Contact the Editor for current rates.

MIND Staff

Editor: Richard Gibson, mind.editor@yahoo.com, 5726 Toad Hollow Ln,
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Publisher: Central Indiana Mensa

MIND is published monthly by Central Indiana Mensa.

Subscriptions are $12 annually for those not members of CIM.

Postmaster: address changes to MIND, c/o American Mensa, Ltd, 1229
Corporate Drive West, Arlington, TX 76006-6103. Include membership

number.
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From the Editor’s Cubicle
Rich Gibson, Editor

Well, welcome to June. The OMG! has come and gone,
and | understand that a lot of people had a wonderful

time. | had intended to participate this year for the first
time, but the crush of family, friends, and obligations put
the kibosh on it. Apparently, Alan Schmidt led a fossil r

hike, and that sounds like it was enormous fun. I’ll be
there next year, for sure!

In other news, lwrite in the middle day of three May dayswhich are forecast to
reach the upper 80’s in temperature—it’s felt like a very early spring this year,
and now summer’s beginning to show up over a month early! Hope we all get a
chance to enjoy more of this wonderful spring before things get too hot for
anything but lying in the shade with a cool drink. On the other hand, we’ve
been getting a lot of rain, which is good. Maybe we won’t have a repeat of
2023’s long, hot, DRY summer. Isure got my exercise schlepping water hoses
all over our yard to keep the flowers alive. Oof.

We have another jam-packed issue for you this month. Highlights include
another poem from Marilyn Wolf, blurbs for lots of talks and lectures on Zoom,
and a very fun-filled calendar of local events. Blowingour own hornjust a bit, |
am pleased and a bit surprised to report that our May Book Group discussion
was yet another informative, wide-ranging, enjoyable discussion. Jacques
Barzun once remarked that conversation is the highestform of civilization. This
time, we talked about the fun-filled topics of Al, synthetic biology, and whether
or how Western Civilization can survive them. Next month, we’ll discuss lain
McGilchrist’s The Matter With Things, Chapter 12, in which the author makes
quite a case that current biological thinking is dominated far too much by a
mechanistic, left-brain-centered viewpoint, much to the detriment of, ahem,
Western Civilization (among others). Please check out the preview below and
think about bringing your keen Mensa insights into our discussions!



LocSection
Jan Pfeil Doyle

ICYMI OMG! (In Case You Missed It - Outdoor
Mensa Gathering!) — We had a great turnout for the
OMG in May, with people attending from PA, MI, OH,
and IN! Gatherings chair Teresa Gregory planned
some great meals and people pitched in to help cook
and clean up. Derek Crager and Alan Schmidt built a
nice campfire. We roasted marshmallows and Peeps to
make somemores while Debbie played her guitar—a
nice closing for a wonderful weekend in the woods!
Many thanks to those who attended and to those who
helped out! Thanks also go to Karen Steilberger for serving as registrar.

ICYMI, cont — The same weekend as the OMG! we had Games & Conversation
night at Candis King’s, book group at Rich and Jackie Gibson’s, Mensa
admissions testing, and Dining Out at Portillo’s. It was a busy, fun weekend for
Central Indiana Mensa! Earlier in the month, Ann Hake gave an informative
talk about severe weather preparedness at the monthly gathering.

Annual Gathering — US Mensa’s Annual Gathering (“AG”, national
convention) will be July 3-7 in Kansas City. Many members consider the AG to
be the ultimate Mensa experience—several speaker tracks, 24-hr games and
hospitality rooms, SIGs, Meet-and-Greets, tours, 1,800 or so fellow Mensans,
and more—the AG has it all! You can find more information and register at
WWW.ag.Us.mensa.org.

CultureQuest®— CIM again fielded two teams for Mensa’s annual quiz bowl,
Culturequest®. CIMple Minds was captained by Ann Hake; her team members
were Emily Boomershine, Teresa Gregory, Nan Harvey, and Ken Koziol. |
captained Naptown Nerds; my team members were Matt Brennan, Larry
Marcus, Bob Zdanky, and Matt Zwick. The results will be announced in a
month or so — stay tuned.

Meetup — At our last meeting, the ExCom discussed whether to continue
funding our Meetup account; the fees are approaching $200/yr. For several
years, we’ve used Meetup for two functions: as a calendar of our events and as
outreach to recruit new potential members for Central Indiana Mensa. Re: using
Meetup as a calendar, our events are also listed on our local website and in the
weekly ReMINDer emails. Re: using Meetup to recruit new potential members,
we’re only aware of one person who found out about CIM and joined because of
Meetup. If you have any comments or suggestions for other ways to get the
word out about Mensa, please let me know at 317-431-3500 or jan@mw.net.
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Laughing Till I Cry
Marilyn Wolf

B and | were standing in the kitchen with our arms around each other talking.
He told me | was astute.

| wondered if | could have a stute could | have more than one?

He wondered how many stutes could we have?

We laughed.

We laughed at stutes and each other.

Our bellies jiggled together; we laughed harder.

One of us snorted; we laughed harder.

We laughed because we were laughing.

We couldn’t breathe.

We had to let go of each other and hold the cabinets.
Then we were crying.

We were both laughing, crying, snorting, gasping, and hanging onto the cabinets.
| LOVE that this man makes me laugh until | cry!

©2022, Marilyn Wolf

CIM Election Update
Teresa Gregory, Nominating Committee Chair

The Nomination Committee presents the slated candidates for Central Indiana
Mensa’s Executive Committee:

Jan Pfeil Doyle — Local Secretary

Ethan Blocher-Smith

Emily Boomershine

Ann Hake

Candis King

Judy Weitzman

Karen Wilczewski

Bob Zdanky

If anyone else would like to run, please submit a petition signed by 10 members

to the chair before July 1%t. Additional information on the candidates will appear
in the August issue of MIND along with voting instructions.

Thanks to all who agreed to run for office.

Teresa Gregory
Marcele Everet
Larry Marcus



2024 Book Group Reading List
Rich Gibson

We had a wonderful Bring-A-Book session in November, and are pleased and
proud to present our next reading list:

Title Author(s) Date

The Matter With Things,

Chapter 12 lain McGilchrist 6/16/2024

The Elegant Defense Matt Richtel 7/21/2024

The Comfort Crisis Michael Easter 8/18/2024
Brian Cox

Black Holes Jeff Horshaw 9/22/2024

Being Heumann Judith Heumann 10/20/2024

Anaximander Carlo Rovelli 11/17/2024

Naked Statistics Charles Wheelen 12/15/2024

The Gulf:

Making of an American  Jack E Davis

Sea 1/19/2025

Mensa Book Group Previews

Rich Gibson

THIS MONTH: The Matter With Things: Our Brains, Our
Delusions, and the Unmaking of the World, Vol. I, (Chapter

4 only!) by lain McGilchrist

The Matter With Things: Our Brains, Our Delusions, and the Unmaking of the
World, Vol. I, (Chapter 12 only!) by lain McGilchrist, 807 pp, published in
2021, will be discussed at the Mensa Book Group meeting on Sunday, June 16%,
at2:00 PM. See the MIND Calendar/Events or Meetup for more information.
This and its companion volume are freaking huge! If you can find it in the
library, well and good. Chapter 12 is only 69 pages long, but is so full of neat
stuff we’re sure it will fill up our discussion time. If you don’twant to buy your
own copy for one measly chapter, fear not—we’re distributing the relevant
chapter as a PDF file. Which means, let us know early if you’re coming, so we
can get a copy to you!

This reading is an intellectually vibrant piece of work; it seemsto be an accurate
representation of itsauthor, Dr McGilchrist, a true polymath. He has degrees in
in English and medicine, and has been elected a fellow of All Souls College,
Oxford University, three times. This chapter treats biology from the perspective
of neuroscience, epistemology, and metaphysics; you’d better strap in while
reading it. It’s breathtaking. As one passage goes, “As the biologists try to



account for mind in purely material terms, physicists have increasingly been
inclined to account for matter by appealing to mind.”

He begins by doing his level best to demolish all concepts of biology and
genetics as mechanical or computational. His rendering of the complexity and
dynamism of biology and life was quite sufficient to convince me, a mere
engineer. He goes onto presentlife itself as a teleological process; that is, one
that seeks goals and has meaning. A basic foundation to his argument is that
single cells, whether as part of a much larger organism such as ourselves, or
even an organism all by itself, seems capable of decisions and independent
activity. Nothing is static in a cell; it’s not so much a thing as a large number of
processes which it can begin, interrupt, or finish based on its conversations with
other cells and its environment.

Thisisa truly gripping and mind-expanding read. Please get hold of it, through
our PDF, fromthe library, or even springing the big bucks to get your own copy.
Then come and talk about it at 2:00 on Sunday, June 16™. Love to see you
there!

NEXT MONTH—An Elegant Defense—The Extraordinary
New Science of the Immune System, by Matt Richtel

An Elegant Defense—The Extraordinary New Science of the Immune System,
by Matt Richtel, 469 pp, published in 2019, will be discussed at the Mensa Book
Group meeting on Sunday, July 215t at 2:00 PM. See the MIND
Calendar/Events or Meetup for more information.

Matt Richtel won the Pulitzer Prize as a journalist with the New York Times in
2010. He wenton to write a series of articles aboutthe human immune system,
which formed the basis for this book. He frames this work in the lives of four
patients: two whose immune systems saved them from life-threatening
illnesses, and two with auto-immune disorders. He thus covers the spectrum of
what we know about the immune system: what it can do for us, how we can
help it protect us, and how we can mistreat it, make it turn on us, and pretty
much tear ourselves apart.

We use the term ‘immune system’ to refer to the body’s array of defenses
against tumors, viruses, bacteria, and parasites. Ithas underappreciated effects
on beauty, weight, and mental health. As the title suggests, science has been
trying to tease out all the connections between and among ourselves, our
immune systems, and a myriad of factors including sleep, diet, nutrition,
exercise, and our environment. While today’s science and medicine have a
long, shining history of eradicating disease, something is sparking a large
increase in the number of autoimmune disorders and sufferers.

This isa fast and fascinating read. Itis ready to teach the interested reader a lot
about the wonderful way we and our immune systems can help each other, to
our mutual great benefit. We hope you check it out, then come in person or via
Zoom to discuss it on Sunday, July 215t Love to see you there!



Puzzle Column

Written by Alan Stillson of Greater Los Angeles Mensa and reprinted with

permission of the author (http://stillsonworks.com)
JUNE PUZZLES - preparing for the AG

Find words or names with consecutive letters AG, based on the clues and letter

counts.

Example: The Macys location on 34 Street (8 letters) = flAGship

OO ~NO O WM

. Slowpoke (9 letters)
10. Dismay (7 letters)
Solutions on page 17

. A shade of purple (7 letters)
.Joplin’s music genre (7 letters)
. Ship level for the poorest passengers (8 letters)

. Richard and Honus were both famous (6 letters)

. Portmanteau of slow economic growth with rising prices (11 letters)
. A feeling at the end of some flights (6 letters)

. A substance used in chemical reactions (7 letters)

. Lewis and Clark’s guide (9 letters)

Laurie Bowles Fishers IN Rejoin
Jim Cave Bloomington IN Rejoin
Jacqueline Gibson Indianapolis IN Rejoin
Jodi Parks Mitchell IN Rejoin
Jess Patrick Greenwood IN Rejoin
Bruce Ratcliff Kingman IN Rejoin
Keith Stewart Carmel IN Rejoin



about:blank

ICYMI—In Case You Missed It

yi.
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June 2024 Events
Indy Lunch Bunch — 1st and 3™ Wednesday
6/5,12:00 noon ET - Virtual *Online*

6/19, 12:00 noon ET - MCL Restaurant and Bakery, 2370 W. 86th St,
Indianapolis
RSVP Karen Steilberger, steilkr@sbcglobal.net

LIVE Ham ‘n’ Eggs (Hamilton County Eggheads) — 1st Saturday
6/1,10:00am - 12 noon ET - Atrio, 11700 Illinois St, Carmel, IN, (located at
IU Health North) RSVP:Alison Brown, 317-846-6798, SIGHT@indymensa.org

LIVE Mensa Chowhounds Lunch — 2nd and 4" Wednesday

6/12, 2:00pmET - Asian Kitchen, 4000 W 106th St #165, Carmel, IN 46032
6/26, 2:00pm Adel's Gyros Pub & Grill, 10450 N College Ave, Carmel, IN
46280

Late lunch or early dinner? You decide!

For more information or to RSVP, contact Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590.

VIRTUAL Sunday Social — Some Sundays (check the calendar) from 7:00pm
—-8:30pm ET Drop in any time for casual chat. Contact: Teresa,
agl8tg@yahoo.com.

VIRTUAL and LIVE Monthly Gathering - 2" Friday,
6/14,7:00pm —11:00pm ET

All Souls Unitarian Church, 5805 E. 56th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46226. See
last page of MIND for map and directions. Members: $7.00, Non-Members:
$10.00; Children 6- 18: $5.00, under 6: free.

The Legendary Jan Pfeil Doyle will lead us in Dominoes and Teresa will
instruct how to paint a Picaso.

VIRTUAL and LIVE Book Group
6/16, 2:00pm ET

The Matter With Things (Chapter 12 only) — lain McGilchrist

For more details, to RSVP, or for Zoom link, contact Rich Gibson at
hoot.gibson.tds@gmail.com or 770-548-5217.

LIVE Mensans Dining Out - 3" Sunday

6/16 6pm ET

Desi Chowrasthra, 3838 E 82nd St, Indianapolis, IN 46240

For more information or to RSVP, contact Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590.
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June 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday

2 3 4 5

*Sunday Social* *Lunch Bunch*

9 10 11 12

*Sunday Social* Chowhounds

16 17 18 19

Book Group; * ExCom* Lunch Bunch

Dining Out

23 24 25 26
Chowhounds

*Sunday Social*

30

*Sunday Social*

*Virtual Zoom Events*

Important Info for In-Person Events: Be Kind!-As we are entering cold and
flu season, if you’re not feeling well or have any symptoms such as a fever,
cough, runny nose, COVID, etc, PLEASE be courteous to your fellow members
and don’t attend.



Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Ham’n Eggs
6 7 8
13 14 15
Monthly
Gathering
20 21 22
27 28 29

If you lose your MIND (oh, my!) or want additional information, check

www.indymensa.org. Also, check the weekly CIM ReMINDer every Monday in your

email.
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Jon’s Journal - News for Region 4
Jon Gruebele, RVC4

Thank You!

After 7 years, 84 articles, and over 37,000 words, this is my final Regional Vice
Chair (RVC) newsletter submission. Throughout my three terms as RVC4, I’ve
tried to inform members about Mensa happenings, actions of the national Board
of Directors (AMC), and ways to get value for your dues. Hopefully you’ve
enjoyed reading my articles.

I am immensely grateful for the support I’ve received. You elected me three
times, and I’ve worked hard to repay that trust. I've visited each local group in
the region many times to meet our members. I’ve supported local groups as
they’ve done things such as navigate tricky governance waters or reboot their
proctor program.

As Allison Reevescan attest, | get in trouble when I start to thank individuals
for their contributions. I invariably omit someone or a category of people. It’s
not intentional, so if you don’t see yourself here, please know that I appreciate
you too.

Right at the top of my list are our members. Without you, there would be no
Mensa. Whether you attend events or justread newslettersand the Bulletin, you
help support the organization. One of my favorite things about Mensa is meeting
people with different life experiences. These days, social media tendsto focus us
on things we already believe. In Mensa, you can meet doctors, TSA agents,
financial experts, musicians, and many others. Hearing from folks that aren’t
like me is terrific!

Also important are those who volunteer. Pretty much everything that happens is
because a volunteer steps up and does it. The newsletter you’re reading was
compiled by an editor and others who contribute content, proofread, or maybe
putitinthe mail. Annual Gatherings, Regional Gatherings, Monthly Gatherings,
outings, and dinners are all courtesy of members that step up to organize them.
My thanks goes to our LocSecs and those who serve in leadership. My regional
appointees deserve special recognition, including the incumbents Jon Applegate,
Regional Ombuds; Elizabeth Blackwell, Regional Scholarship Chair; and
Angela Gotz, Regional Gifted Youth Coordinator.

Finally —and most importantly — I’d like to thank my wife Karen for her advice
and wisdom. She’s been a terrific sounding board for ideas as [ consider various
approaches. I don’t always take her advice, but she helps me see things in
another light. A force within Mensa all by herself, she’s Chicago Area Mensa
Treasurer and co-chair for the 2025 Annual Gathering here in Chicago. I hope to
see you all there.

Matt Crawford will be RVC4 effective July 15t Please join me in welcoming
him to the position. ’'m writing this during the AMC election, so Idon’t know if
I’ll be elected as AMC Second Vice Chair for the upcoming term. Hopefully 1
can continue serving you in that capacity.

Floreat Mensa!



Feedback? Please contact me at rvc4 @us.mensa.org or via phone/text at +1 309
693 1359. Region 4’s Facebook group is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/americanmensaregion4.

Books On The Runway

Margy Fletcher

Author: Bethanne Patrick and John Thompson
Title: An Uncommon History of Common Things
Publisher: National Geographic Society

Year: 2009

Has Been Read by: Margy Lancet Fletcher

Book Description: As we continue to celebrate spring as the season of growth
and renewal, let us also salute another kind of evolution: the creation and
development of human culture, in the form of artifacts and customs that were
integral to our survival throughout our existence. An Uncommon History of
Common Things is an eclectic collection of particulars concerning the originand
development of some of these everyday objects and behaviors, in the form of
lively and fascinating vignettes that often contain surprising revelations.

The book’s featured subjects are presented in nine chapters, segregated into the
following topics and subtopics:

1. Food and Drink - Daily Fare, On the Side, Beverages, Snacks, Sweets,
Utensils, Containers

2. Seasons and Holidays — Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter

3. Ceremony and Customs - Courtesies, Weddings, Babies, Funerals, All-
American

4, Symbols and Markings - Gestures, Signs, Superstitions, Tributes, Hair
and Body Marking

5. Hearth and Home - Buildings, Houses, Rooms, Elements, Appliances,
Backyard

6. Garments and Accessories - Clothing, Underwear, Headwear,
Footwear, Fasteners, Accessories, Laundry

7. Medications and Potions - Hygiene, Beautification, Health, First Aid
8. Toys and Games - Old-Fashioned Fun, Classic Games, Sports, Classic
Toys, Other Pastimes

9. Tools and Innovations - Tools, Communication, Transportation,

Observation, Weapons, Medicine, Economy

In addition to brief summaries of each subject’s history (e.g., pancakes,
breakfast cereal, sandwich, canned goods, noodles, tortillas, and TV dinners
within the Food and Drink - Daily Fare section), the individual chapters provide
introductions to each chapter and section, items of special interest
(Uncommonly Known and Parallel History - see excerpt below for examples),
and timelines focusing on specific topics (e.g., Clocks Through Time). Vividly
illustrated with exquisite photographs and artwork, An Uncommon History of


mailto:rvc4@us.mensa.org
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Common Things is assuredly a marvelous addition to anyone’s library or coffee
table.

Has this book changed the way you think, your attitude toward life, or evenyour
life itself? If so, how?

I have an insatiable appetite for all forms of myth-busting literature, and
Bethanne Patrick and John Thompson’s captivating, prodigiously researched
compendium of intriguing facts admirably suits that purpose. To cite one
example, Viking funerals were much more complex and meaningful than simply
setting a ship ablaze and pushing it out to sea; as a probable Viking descendant,
| was gratified to acquire that bit of knowledge.

Who should definitely read this book? Why? This book should appeal to
practitioners and aficionados of all seven of the social sciences: anthropology,
archaeology, economics, history, geography, linguistics, and psychology, as the
information imparted relates to all of the aforementioned disciplines. Of
particular interest to us Liberal Arts enthusiasts is the etymological data that
accompanies much of the factual details - for instance, “garage" is derived from
the French “garer,” meaning “to shelter.” In any case, this volume is an
excellent source of conversation topics among guests at social gatherings.

How long might it take to read this book? Inasmuch as the book’s chapters can
be perused in any order, there is actually no set time interval for completion.
One can read the articles between unrelated projects or even as occasional
breaks from other reading, or devour the text from cover to cover, in five to
seven days.

Provide a short characteristic section, an awesome sentence, or an inspiring
quote:

UNCOMMONLY KNOWN...
TEA BAGS Thomas Sullivan of Poughkeepsie, New York, began sending out
samples of histea inventory in small silk muslin pouches that allowed customers
to smell the tea and test its strength quickly in hot water. Before long, those
customers were asking for containers of the bagged tea. Today, tea bags are
usually made from filter paper.

PARALLEL HISTORY

BATHTUB GIN The classic “long drink,” gin and tonic is also known as G &
T or gin and it, depending on the country, social station, and drinking venue. It
may also be the only cocktail that was concocted for a medicinal purpose.
British troops that were stationed in hot, damp climates during the 19th century
were prone to suffering from bouts of malaria, and tonic water made with
Peruvian quinine was found to be the best antimalarial substance. However,
quinine (extracted from the bark of the cinchona tree) was quite bitter, and some
enterprising officers found that if you mixed it with gin, sugar, and some lime
juice, the tonic water was quite palatable and refreshing.



Solutions to June Puzzle:

1. A shade of purple (7 letters) = mAGenta

2. Joplin’s music genre (7 letters) = rAGtime

3. Ship level for the poorest passengers (8 letters) = steer AGe
4. Richard and Honus were both famous (6 letters) = WAGner
5. Portmanteau of slow economic growth with rising prices (11 letters) =
stAGflation

6. A feeling at the end of some flights (6 letters) = jetl AG

7. A substance used in chemical reactions (7 letters) = re AGent
8. Lewis and Clark’s guide (9 letters) = SacAGawea

9. Slowpoke (9 letters) = strAGgler

10. Dismay (7 letters) = chAGrin

June Theodore Talk
Brad Lucht

To promote attendance to the 2024 AG, talks will address some of
Kansas City’s unique attractions. This is the final talk in that series.

The June Theodore Talkis "Bottoms Up! A History and Revitalization
of a Cocksure Era Spirit". This virtual event is on Zoom, June 23 at
2:30 p.m. Central Time (3:30 Eastern, 12:30 Pacific).

From its earliest days as a settlement of French trappers and traders,
Kansas City’s West Bottoms grew more than a century ago into a
bustling railroad hub and agricultural and livestock center. Ingrained in
that rich history is the distillation, distribution, and consumption of
liquor. Prior to Prohibition, dozens of West Bottoms saloons served
locally produced spirits to a thirsty clientele of workers from nearby
stockyards and packinghouses.

When master distiller Alex Lindsey founded the West Bottoms Whiskey
Co.in 2021, he embraced the Bottoms’ legacy of industrialization and
entrepreneurism by bringing back a whiskey spirit and culture that
ignites a passion for innovating whiskeys thru the appreciation and
embodiment of a truly optimistic era in the United States. This
presentation will highlight the unique spirit and history of the area and
encourage participantsto explore the people and places in Kansas City
that are doing the same.

The West Bottom Whiskey Company won a Double Gold Medal at the
2021 Denver International Spirits Competition and was named the Top



Ranked American Blended Whiskey at the 2022 Las Vegas Global Spirit
Awards.
Register for this presentation at https://tinyurl.com/53dxyvev.

You must register for each lecture with an email address associated with
your Zoom account. If you don’t have one, you can sign up for a free
Zoom account at https://zoom.us/signup.

Even ifyou can't attend the live Theodore Talk, as long as you register in
advance you will receivea link to the Zoom recording of the event. All
Theodore Talks have Closed Captioning enabled.

A list of future Theodore Talks can be found on the Mensa National
Events Calendar at https://www.us.mensa.org/attend/calendar/, or by
viewing the January issue of the Mensa Bulletin. .

Questions? Contact Brad Lucht at TheodoreTalks@MAMensa.org.

THE DTER OCRAY, SCNDAY WORNING, REFTEMNER . 1807

1HE WE[TES[ Blﬂ(l\ IN THE WR[D"W"E“““SS"'“

Kansas City’s West Bottoms

The Mind & The Sense of Smell

SUNDAY, JUNE 09, 2:30 PM PT

Presented by San Francisco Regional Mensa Speaker Series

The senses area conduit through which we engage with others and ourselves.
Seeing, hearing, touching, tasting and smelling directly associated with memory
and meaning. More information :https://livepresentation.link/info

To register: https://livepresentation.link/Register
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Ripped From the Pages of MIND!

Teresa Gregory
From the April 1982 MIND, typos and all!

A FEW MINUTES WITH BILLY-BOB BOONE

I've been thinkin' about beer lately. While I was fishin' I run out of
PBR and had to switch to a six-pack of BLATZ that the little woman picked
up at Safeway the other day. Now there aint no been bettern PBR and I

was a bit P0'd about cheap stuff like BLATZ when I'm used to the best. Boy
was I in for a surprise, that BLATZ really did taste better than PBR, just
like them commercials say. That just goes to show you that our commercial
system of government works. P.S. BLATZ is a whole lot cheaper.

So I thought about all them other off-the-wall cheap-jack beers you see
at Big-E and Aldi's and the discount drug stores and I thought that T
would just pick up a six-pack or two of each one and spend a weekend in
serious research.

I decided to be fair I had to have a "blind taste test'" like they have on
TV. I found my chrome-lens sunglasses and taped 'em up with electricians
tape and set up my laboratory. The hardest part was haulin' the old

rinse tub from the wringer washer out of the shed. That old tub is of
goodly size and can hold about three cases and a lot of ice. Then I moved
Billy-Bob Jrs Radio Shack stereo into the cellar with the tub, the beer,
the ice and the blindfold sunglasses.

I gotta admit I was real pleased with the setup. I had the aluminum re-
cliner from the porch, thirty-six cans of beer mixed up in a washtub of
ice, lots of country and western records on the stereo and the blindfold
sunglasses.

Did you know that after even one can of brew while wearin' blindfold sun-
glasses they all taste the same? I went through two Merle Haggard albums,
one Charlie Rich album, two Johnny Cash albums and even a David Allen Coe
album while drinkin' all that brew: When I got done I noticed that I for-
got to record which beers I drunk and in which order. So I can't tell you
which of the cheap beers is the best. I can tell you they are all pretty
good.

I did learn that the extra strength aspirin substitutes get rid of a
headache bettern a warm Buckhorn.

Next month I'm gonna test the imported furrin beers.
Scientifically yours, ,
S i % Py S

Billy-Bob Boone

P.S. They all make you pee the same.




Central Indiana Mensa ExCom 4/16/24
Karen Wilczewski, Secretary

The regular monthly meeting of the Central Indiana Mensa ExCom was held
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, April 16, 2024.

LocSec Jan Pfeil Doyle called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Members present: Jan Pfeil Doyle, Barb George, Ann Hake, Karen Wilczewski,
and Kurt Williams

Absent: Judy Weitzman, Bob Zdanky

Guests: Teresa Gregory, Jon Applegate, Pat Milligan

Kurt moved and Barb seconded approving the minutesas amended. The motion
passed.

Ann moved to approve the March Treasurer’s report as presented, Judy
seconded. The motion passed.

A membership report was compiled by Jan based on information available as of
3/31/24 from American Mensa: 388 members, 1 new, 0 move-in, 0 rejoin, and 9
prospects.

Old Business

Jan formed the Nominating Committee for this year’s upcoming ExCom
election. Teresa will Chair and Larry Marcus and Marcele Everest will serve on
the Committee. Ann moved that we approve the members of the Nominating
Committee. Barb seconded. The motion passed.

Jan reported that David Culp has agreed to serve as chair of the Election
Committee for the 2024 ExCom election. Kurt moved and Ann seconded that
David Culp be appointed as chair. The motion passed.

Two CultureQuest®teams have been formed for the October 28 event. They are:
Team 1—Jan Pfeil Doyle, Captain of the Naptown Nerds, with members Matt
Brennan, Rich Gibson, Larry Marcus, Matthew Zwick, and alternate Bob
Zdanky. Team 2—Ann Marie Hake, Captain of the CIMple Minds, with
members Emily Boomershine, Nan Harvey, Ken Koziol, Basil Vareldzis, and
alternate Teresa Gregory.

Teresa: 2024 OG. A few Ms registered for Saturday only. Teresa compiled a
flyer and put it on the website. She also posted on Facebook and sent an
informative email to those who attended the OG for the past couple of years.
The Cincinnati newsletter editor asked Teresa about the start time.

New Business

Mensa Admission Testing. Discussion surrounded proctoring the Mensa
Admissiontest onbehalfof CIM. At present we have one active proctor (Ann).
(Teresa hastemporarily stepped back from proctoring due to health issues, while
Alison has stepped down as a proctor due to challenges with requirements for
storing testing materials, but she has agreed to continue as the Testing



Coordinator.) Proctors are required to administer at least one test every 2 years
in order to maintain active certification, but although CIM has continued to offer
test sessions periodically, demand for testing has been low, with only 5 people
taking testing proctored by CIM in the past 2 years. Teresa’s certification will
expire at the end of April, while Ann’s will expire in July if they do not proctor
an exam by then. Jan and Teresa noted that with the availability of private
testing (i.e., testing administered electronically at a testing center), an increasing
number of individuals are qualifying for Mensa via this route or by providing
prior evidence compared to the past. Ann will be offering two testing sessions
before her certification expires in July, but she and Teresa noted that it is
possible that either no one will register for the test, or people will register but
then not show up (both are common occurrences.) Ann proposes that should this
happen, CIM will no longer offer proctored admission testing, but instead direct
candidates to use the private testing option.

Additional information regarding testing: local group-proctored testing includes
two different batteries at a price of $60 (or sometimes less if a
promotion/discount is being offered by the National Office.) Private (testing
center) Testing costs $90 for one battery, and review of Prior Evidence costs $49
(again, subject to NO discounts and promotions.) The National Office
reimburses local groups $25 for every month the group holds at least one test
session, and $15 per person who takes a test. Also, after consulting with the
copyright holder for one of Mensa’s current admission tests, it has been
determined that candidates who failed to qualify in previous testing may retake
that test, as long as it has been at least 8 weeks since the most recent attempt.

Because several officers for National are uncontested, Ms will be voting for a
National second vice chair, secretary, and treasurer at the upcoming election.

Teresa attended a meeting in St. Louis. The theme was: “Who Done It?” There
were 35 participants and the event flowed very well. Teresa and John Gruebele
represented Indiana, along with some Michigan members. The cost to participate
was $60. Would this type of event be something we could offer our local
members? Teresa “scouted out” the event to see if it would be appropriate for
our local group. One of the speakers was the writer Gregory Ashe.

Kurt moved that we adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.; Ann seconded.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Wilczewski, Secretary



Treasurer’s Report
Kurt Williams
Balance Sheet (as of 4/30/2024)

Bank Accounts 3/31/2024 4/30/2024
Checking — Regular $2,149.21 $ 2,355.27
Checking — Scholarship 120.00 120.00
Checking — MG Cash 25.00 25.00
Checking — Events Checking 2,644.88 2,839.88
CD — First Internet 10,000.00 10,000.00
-CD interest payment 497.90
Total Assets $14,939.09 $15,838.05
Unrealized accrued interest on CD 482.26 26.91
Other Assets
USPS Stamps Value $341.00 $341.00
620 (est-total
Total Number of USPS Stamps 620 unknown)
Profit & Loss Statement (4/1/2024 — 4/30/2024)
Income
Monthly Gathering Income $ 80.00
OG Income 195.00
National Support 399.50
Testing Support 0
New Member/Lapsed Member 1.00
Total Income $675.50
Expense
MG Hospitality $6.80
MIND Printing 330.68
Facility Rental (All Souls) 100.00
Total Expenses $437.48




Mensa Monthly Gathering Location
All Souls Unitarian Church
5805 E. 56th St., Indianapolis

From 1-465 on the east side of Indianapolis, take the 56t St exit west
(exit 40).
Turn left on Channing Rd (1.2 miles from the [-465 exit).

The church parking lot is on your left.
Look for signs within the building, meeting in Beattie Room

I-465 (east side of Indy)

All Souls Unitarian Church
5805 E. 56% St.
(Corner of 56t St. and Channing Rd.)

56™ St (exit 40)
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