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From the Editor’s Cubicle 
Rich Gibson, Editor  
 

 
Certainly feels like fall, at long last!  The colors are 
coming out in the leaves, and temperatures in the 90’s are 
only a memory—70’s and even 80’s are still showing up 

from time to time, but we may get our first frost the week 
I’m writing this. 
What do gardeners do in the autumn?  Basically two 
things:  prepare for winter, and plan for next spring.  
Jackie just came in from digging up our amaryllis and 
putting them in pots.  They’re in the garage for now, but may move into the 

house in a while.  The dahlias have been dug up, and preparing the bulbs for a 
winter in my closet is in the offing.  Then there’s planning. 
I confess, garden planning is all Jackie’s job.  I, um, consult (‘sounds good to 
me, dear’).  Jackie has the vision and does the weeding.  I mulch, water, and 
schlep, mostly.  If you’re not familiar with that last term, “schlepping” is 
carrying stuff from point A to point B.  I’m a pretty good schlepper, though my 

stepson should be on the Olympic team—he left home in Georgia via airplane, 
train and bus to college in Wisconsin, with everything he needed for the year in 
a ginormous duffle bag on his back.  It was about his height, and pretty close (I 
imagine) to his body weight.  Ah, youth.  But I digress. 
Jackie plans in the winter.  I consult, which doesn’t take a whole lot of my 
time…so what do I do?  I read.  I exercise.  I’m resuming my journaling, and 
may possibly attack, yet again, a mystery novel I’ve been trying to write but 

mostly staring at for several years now.  Or maybe I’ll begin an alternate 
autobiography.   
What is an alternate autobiography?  I was born in 1950.  A handful of weeks 
later, North Korea crossed the 38 th parallel and invaded South Korea.  My dad, 
an Air Force Reservist, was called back in and assigned to fly B-29 bombers.  In 
a short time, he was reassigned to a military civil engineering school at Wright -

Patterson AFB next door in Dayton, OH.  Within months, we all moved to the 
UK so he could help build airbases and such in Western Europe to beef up 
NATO defenses against the commie hordes expected to pour into West 
Germany while we were distracted by the Korean unpleasantness…But what if 
Dad had flown a B-29 over North Korea and got shot down by one of those 
shiny new MiG-15 jets?  What would my life be like, then?  Should be an 

interesting exercise in imagination. 
If the change of seasons finds you at a loss, please take a gander at all the 
wonderful activities on our calendar.  Gotta be something there to beguile your 
fancy and help pass the time. 
Enjoy! 
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LocSection 
Jan Pfeil Doyle 
 

Help Wanted: Gifted Youth Coordinator – Do 
you have children or enjoy working with kids? We 
are in search of a new Gifted Youth Coordinator to 
lead Central Indiana Mensa’s Gifted Youth Program. 
The position can be whatever you want it to be. The 
minimum requirement is to hold at least one in-person 

event a year, although more frequent virtual and face-
to-face events are encouraged. There are resources 
available, starting with our ExCom and including an 
online handbook, the national Gifted Youth 
Committee and youth programs manager, and two local previous Gifted Youth 
Coordinators who are very willing to advise and assist. Please contact me at 

317-431-4500 or jan@mw.net if you are interested. 

 
CIM Election Results, continued – Central Indiana Mensa’s newly elected 
Executive Committee (ExCom) held its first meeting in mid-October. Except for 
LocSec, ExCom officers are elected at large and then decide at their first 
meeting which offices they will take. You can see a list of the new and returning 

officers on the last page of MIND. Feel free to contact any of us with 
suggestions or questions! 

 
Holiday Party – I hope some of you who don’t live so close to Indianapolis 
will be able to attend our annual holiday party on December 13 th - we’d love to 

meet you. You could come for the party and stay over to do some shopping the 
next day. The event is a pitch-in dinner followed by our “Gimmee Grabbee” gift 
exchange (more details in the December MIND).  
 

Mensa Foundation Scholarship Program awards more than $200,000 in 
assistance every year to college-bound students. Scholarships are awarded based 

solely on 550-word essays expressing applicants’ academic and professional 
goals and how their personal experiences will help them to accomplish th ose 
goals (recipients do not have to be Mensa members). Applications are due Jan. 
15th. Applicants must intend to enroll in a degree program in an accredited U.S. 
institution of higher learning during the academic year following the application 
date. More info at www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/.  

 

Fundraising for Central Indiana Mensa’s John Matthews 
Scholarship – One of the scholarships the Foundation awards goes to 
someone who lives within our membership boundaries; it’s named in honor of 
an early member of our group. We would like to increase the amount of the 

scholarship. ExCom member Judy Weitzman has volunteered to lead the 
fundraising effort. Stay tuned for more information and please contact Judy if 
you’d like to help. 

mailto:jan@mw.net
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
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Wanted: Mensa Foundation Scholarship Judges  

Teresa Gregory, Scholarship Chair 
 

The process for selecting scholarship winners is changing this year. In the past, 
each group that participated read entries from their geographic area, and the best 

were moved on to the regional competition. Because the number of entries has 
increased each year, The Mensa Foundation has implemented a new system. 
Anyone who volunteers to read will be given around 50 one-page entries from 
anywhere in the country. It will all be conducted online. The judges will have 
four weeks to do this. Please consider helping. I have been reading essays for a 
number of years, and I find them very interesting. Career goals and fields of 

study have certainly changed!  
 

Here is the information sent by The Foundation: 
 

"Do you love to read? Are you curious about what the future holds in the hands 
of the next generation? If your answer is 'YES' then the Mensa Foundation 

Scholarship Program can help. 

The Mensa Foundation Scholarship Program offers scholarships to college 

students regardless of age or GPA. Over the past 52 years we have helped 
hundreds of people attain their goal for higher education. This past year we 

awarded over $200,000 in scholarships.  

Last year, we received 50,000 essay applications from a variety of college 
hopefuls. This year, we are anticipating that number increasing as word of our 

scholarship program continues to spread. 

As a result, we are in need of volunteers, both Mensan and non-Mensan alike to 
help us handle the load. All we are asking is for each volunteer to read and 
judge 50 one-page essays over a 4-week period in Jan/Feb 2025. All scoring is 

done online in your own free time.   

So if you love to read and are curious about what the future holds, come join us 

for a rewarding peek into the lives and goals of college students.  

To volunteer, please register at bit.ly/Scholarship-Judge 



 
 

With SIGHT in Wooster OH 
Alison Brown, Central Indiana Mensa SIGHT coordinator 

 
As has been my custom since 2009, I travel to Wooster, Ohio in July to attend 
Ohio Light Opera (OLO) performances. I take advantage of the opportunity that 
SIGHT (Service of Information of Guidance and Hospitality for Travelers) 

offers to connect with members of ECOM (East Central Ohio Mensa). 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBstN3xR1xTRmj9yVZg_ykI-mf7uRZBPUnTV1ep40GYPvgpg/viewform
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At one time they had quite a group that met for early lunch before attending an 
afternoon performance of each of the six shows of the season.  My late husband 
and I were happy to join when we were in town – indeed when LocSec John 
Schmid was leading the group, we arranged our visit to coincide with the ECOM 

event. Unfortunately, years pass and members drop away; some, like the much 
lamented John, my Siegmund and the erstwhile ECOM SIGHT coordinator, 
have even left this plane.  Nevertheless, when I head to Wooster, I contact John’s 
widow, Karen Goshen, and one of the last of the core group, Jeanne Ebie.  
 
We arranged to 

meet at an 
eclectic Asian 
fusion restaurant, 
Basil, where 
there is sufficient 
vegetarian fare to 

satisfy Margy 
Fletcher and the 
rice meets the 
approval of 
Catherine Knox, 
whose Japanese 

mother gave her 
very high 
standards. Here 
you see us 
(Jeanne, Alison, 
Karen, Catherine 

and Margy) on July 25th gathered about the table - the photo was taken by TOP 
Fletcher, Margy’s husband. 
 
After lunch the Fletchers and I dashed off to see the OLO production of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s “The Gondoliers,” which we found delightful.  Over lunch we 
had learned that neither Jeanne nor Karen had attended any shows this year for 

the first time in more than a decade (including the seasons of the pandemic when 
the theater was closed, but they viewed the virtual offerings on-line).  So when 
Catherine realized she no longer wanted to use her ticket for “Guys and Dolls” 
in the evening, we quickly called Karen and offered it to her.  The two -group 
Mensa activities closed with a blockbuster show and, for Karen and me, a 
peaceful walk through a balmy night to our respective homes (mine being an 

AirBnB called Wren Cottage, dating to 1945) near the College of Wooster 
campus. 
 
We plan to do this again next July.  There will be new shows to share and we 
welcome other CIM and ECOM members to join us. 
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Puzzle Column 
Written by Alan Stillson of Greater Los Angeles Mensa and reprinted with 
permission of the author (http://stillsonworks.com) 
 

In honor of the VET. 

 

In each case, VET is surrounded by a set of letters to form a word. Alternative 
answers are possible. [Editor’s note: apparently the numbers represent the 
number of letters before, between, or after the base letters V, E, and T.]  
Example: 3V2E1T can be cleverest. 
 
1. 3VE3T3 

2. 1V2ET 
3. VE1T5 
4. 1VE1T3 
5. 2V2E1T 
6. V6ET2 
7. 2V3ET 

8. 5V2E1T 
9. 8VE1T4 
10. 5VE1T3 
 
Solutions on page 17 

 

 

 
 

Rainie Tian Bloomington IN Rejoin 

 

 

2024 Book Group Reading List 
Rich Gibson 

Title  Author(s) Date 

Anaximander Carlo Rovelli 11/17/2024 

Naked Statistics Charles Wheelen 12/15/2024 
The Gulf:   
Making of an American 
Sea 

Jack E Davis 
 

1/19/2025 
 

Bring a Book!  2/23/2025 

 

about:blank
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Mensa Book Group Previews 
Rich Gibson 

 

THIS MONTH:   

Anaximander and the Birth of Science, by Carlo Rovelli 

 

Anaximander and the Birth of Science, by Carlo Rovelli, 273 pp, published in 

2014, will be discussed at the Mensa Book Group meeting on Sunday, 
November 17, 2024, at 2:00 PM.  See the MIND Calendar and Events for more 
details. 
We here at the Mensa Book Group are total suckers for Carlo Rovelli.  Since his 
first book in English, Seven Brief Lessons on Physics, published in 2014, we 
have been awed by him.  He writes like an angel and explains complex science 

like your all-time favorite teacher.  This book has been around a few years, but 
didn’t swim into our ken until last year.  We snapped it up immediately, and 
recommended it to the Book Group at the very next Bring-A-Book session. 
Rovelli’s thesis is that Anaximander was the first scientist.  He lived in the Axial 
Age, the first millenium BCE, which saw the founding of many major religions 
such as Buddhism, Judaism, Confucianism, and Taoism.  He was a student of 

Thales.  Rovelli makes the critical point that Anaximander invented science  by 
making a critical departure from the religious practices developed elsewhere.  
Rather than passing on Thales’ teachings word-for-word, Anaximander made his 
own observations and analysis, and improved on Thales.  Whereas Thales had 
taught that the earth was a disk floating in water, Anaximander asserted that it 
was floating free in space.  This revolutionary feature, of using one’s own 

analysis and observation to add onto received wisdom, thereby increasing the 
total store of human knowledge, has become a major difference between the 
practice of science and the dissemination of religion. 
Anaximander also asserted that animals evolve, that the world can be explained 
through nature rather than the divine, and that natural laws obtained throughout 
the universe.  Rovelli’s book is a delightful read.  We hope you will read it, and 

join us on the 17 th of November at 2:00 to discuss it. 

 

NEXT MONTH: 

Naked Statistics: Stripping the Dread from the Data, by 

Charles Wheelen 

Naked Statistics, by Charles Wheelen, 250 pp, published in 2012.  The Mensa 
Book Group will discuss it on Sunday, December 15, 2024, at 2:00 PM.  See the 
MIND Calendar and events for more information. 
I have a masters in systems engineering, for which I took one course in 
probability and statistics.  That was, um, late 1980 or early 1981.  The one thing 

I remember clearly is that saying, “plus or minus 3 sigma” is a very funny thing 
to say around engineers and statisticians, and a very wise-sounding thing to say 
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around everyone else (it means ‘plus or minus 50%,’ which gives you lots and 
lots of wiggle room). 
With this exalted exposure to statistics, it’s seemed to me that there’s folks out 
there with PhDs who have even less knowledge, much less expertise, with 

statistics than I do.  A recent Book Group book, Science Fictions, by Stuart 
Ritchie, covered a wide range of research papers riddled with statistical misuse.  
Some of these evinced pure ignorance of how to do statistics; others were 
fraudulent examples of the old saying, “There’s lies and damned lies; then 
there’s statistics.” 
This book is a welcome corrective to the parlous state of statistical ignorance 

throughout the population.  It uses simple language and a step-by-step approach 
that covers the waterfront in entertaining fashion.   
If you have a sinking feeling that people are using statistics to pull the wool over 
your eyes, you’d do worse than read this book.  For extra grounding in this 
important discipline, why not participate in the Book Group discussion on 
Sunday, December 15 th, at 2:00 PM?  We’d love to see you! 

 

ICYMI (In Case You Missed It) 

  

 
Chowhounds, 10/09/2024 at Doc B’s 
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November 2024 Events  
Indy Lunch Bunch – 1st and 3rd Wednesday  
11/6, 12:00 noon ET - Virtual *Online* 

 

11/20, 12:00 noon ET - MCL Restaurant and Bakery, 2370 W. 86th St, 
Indianapolis  RSVP Karen Steilberger, steilkr@sbcglobal.net 
 

LIVE Ham ‘n’ Eggs (Hamilton County Eggheads) – 1st Saturday  
11/2 10:00am - 12 noon ET - Atrio, 11700 Illinois St, Carmel, IN, (located at 

IU Health North) RSVP:Alison Brown, 317-846-6798, SIGHT@indymensa.org 
 
LIVE Mensa Chowhounds Lunch – 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
11/13, 2:00pmET - Eat a light lunch and then join us for ice cream at 

La Michoacana Paleteria, 8333 N Michigan Rd, Indianapolis, IN 46268  

 

11/27, 2:00pm - Big Hoffa's Smokehouse 

800 E Main St, Westfield, IN 46074 
Late lunch or early dinner? You decide! 
For more information or to RSVP, contact Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590. 
 
VIRTUAL Sunday Social – Some Sundays (check the calendar) from 7:00pm 

–8:30pm ET Drop in any time for casual chat. Contact: Teresa, 
ag18tg@yahoo.com. 
 
VIRTUAL and LIVE Monthly Gathering - 2nd Friday,  
11/8, 7:00pm – 11:00pm ET 

All Souls Unitarian Church, 5805 E. 56th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46226. See 

last page of MIND for map and directions. Members: $7.00, Non-Members: 
$10.00; Children 6- 18: $5.00, under 6: free.  
Watch for the Weekly ReMINDer in your email for the topic. 
 
*In Person* Games and Conversation Night – 3rd Saturday, Odd Months 

11/16, 6:00pm – 10:30pm ET      Westfield, IN 

Join Candis and Robert King for an evening of Games & Conversation. Please 

call 630-642-9063 or 630-253-1350 to indicate you will be there and to get the 
address 

 

VIRTUAL Book Group (No In Person Meeting)—3rd Sunday 
11/17, 2:00 pm—4:00 pm ET 

Anaximander – Carlo Rovelli.  For more details, to RSVP, or for Zoom link , 
contact Rich Gibson at hoot.gibson.tds@gmail.com or 770-548-5217. 
 

LIVE Mensans Dining Out - 3rd Sunday  
11/17, 6pm ET--The Great Greek Mediterranean 

1352 S Rangeline Rd, Carmel, IN 46032 
For more information or to RSVP, contact Bob Zdanky at 317-912-3590. 

mailto:steilkr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:SIGHT@indymensa.org
mailto:ag18tg@yahoo.com
mailto:hoot.gibson.tds@gmail.com
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November 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

3 
 

*Sunday Social*  
(Daylight Saving 

Ends)  

4 5 
 

Election Day! 

6 
 

*Lunch Bunch* 
 

10 
 

*Sunday Social* 
  

11 12 

 

13 
 

Chowhounds 

 

17 
 

*Book Group*; 
Dining Out  

18 19 
 

* ExCom* 
 

20 
 

Lunch Bunch 
 

24 
 

 

*Sunday Social* 
 

25 26 27 
 

Chowhounds 

    
 

*Virtual Zoom Events* 
 

Important Info for In-Person Events: Be Kind!–As we are entering cold and 
flu season, if you’re not feeling well or have any symptoms such as a fever, 

cough, runny nose, COVID, etc, PLEASE be courteous to your fellow members 

and don’t attend! 
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. 
Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
 

Ham’n  Eggs 
 

7 
 

8 
 

Monthly 
Gathering 
 

9  

14 15 

 

16 
 

Games and 
Conversation 

21 22 
 

23 

 

28 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

29 30 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

If you lose your MIND (oh, my!) or want additional information, check 

www.indymensa.org. It’s a great way to stay in the loop. Also, check the weekly CIM 
ReMINDer every Monday in your email. 

 

. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.indymensa.org/
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Matt’s Musings – News for Region 4 
Matt Crawford, RVC4 
 

Forward, Four 
Every month I have the same dilemma faced by 

your editor, your LocSec, and others who contribute to 
your newsletter: time travel. Specifically, lack of it. 
Things happened in October and I haven’t been there 
yet. At times like these I would love to pull a David 

Brinkley1 and just make up a description of an event I 
haven’t seen, but I have a better alternative. I’ll start with highlights from the 
September AMC meeting. 

Between meetings we appointed a temporary national Ombudsman. As 
you may know, any votes taken between meetings must be unanimous to have 
effect. The person appointed, Matthew Grob, has been a Regional 

Ombudsperson2 but is not a Local Ombudsperson and so will be ineligible to run 
or vote in the National Ombudsman election, which is to be arranged by the new 
Election Committee. (The previous election attracted no candidates.)  

We passed a motion to place the amount of the per-member stipend for 
local groups back into the ASIEs where it used to be. The dues increase motion 
at the close of the previous AMC term had raised the amount to 96¢ per member 

per month but relegated this datum to a back page of a complex budget 
spreadsheet. The immediate effect of restoring the amount of the stipend to the 
text of an ASIE is nil, but it is buffered against casual changes. 

We also created a Technology Committee, envisioned as an analog to the 
Communications, Marketing and Membership Committees. Your humble 
servant is a member and RVC8 Michael Eager is the Chair. Our first meeting 

lies in my future, your past. 
Looking ahead to December, I want to draw attention to two motions that 

are expected to be on the agenda. One, initiated by my learned predecessor, 
would change our elections to electronic only. I mentioned this very briefly last 
month and the motion has been refined since then. Since election processes are 
set in ASIEs and the rules made by the Election Committee, this is not a bylaws 

change and, if passed, would be in effect for the 2027 election. It would cut the 
cost of our regular elections in half, from $23,000 to $11,000. I have had one 
phone call from a constituent (thank you!) who normally does not use a 

 
1

 David Brinkley, A Memoir, page 47: “Bluff” reporting in 1943 on Mexican Hat 

Dancers he had not seen. 

2

 The AML and International bylaws define Ombudsmen. The ASIEs define 

local and regional Ombudspersons. Consistency will probably not be achieved 

until the next triennial election. 
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computer at all. She allowed that going somewhere to use one for a Mensa 
election would be acceptable. 

The other motion I want to mention would, if passed by the AMC, would 
be submitted to members as a bylaws amendment. Its effect would be that in the 

case of a vacancy in an RVC position, the LocSecs of the affected region would 
act as delegates for their members and choose a new RVC. Since 1997 there 
have been 13 RVC resignations and nine of those happend within the first year 
of a term. Holding a mid-term election in the normal way would take five to six 
months and $3,000 to $10,000. 

 

You can reach Matt through rvc4@us.mensa.org or by text or call to +1 630-
336-8733. You can find Region 4 information in Mensa Connect’s Region 4 

Member Community and the Facebook group American Mensa - Region 4./ 
 

 

Books On The Runway   

Margy Fletcher 

 

Author:  Lena Andrews        

Title:  Valiant Women:  The Extraordinary American Servicewomen Who 

Helped Win World War II 

Publisher:  HarperCollins Publishers 

Year:  2023 

Has Been Read by:  Margy Lancet Fletcher 

Book Description:  November is noteworthy for its trilogy of American patriotic 
observances: Election Day, the United States Marine Corps Birthday, and 
Veterans Day.  As we salute our armed forces, we would do well to heed 
Abigail Adams’s famous epistolary admonition to her husband during the 
Revolutionary era: “Remember the Ladies.”  As military analyst Lena Andrews 
declares in Valiant Women, her engrossing and enlightening account of the 

significant feminine participation in the World War II American campaign, 
without the efforts of a sizable contingent of courageous women in non-combat 

roles, the Allies would not have achieved their decisive victory.   

 Soon after the United States joined the allied cause subsequent to the 

Pearl Harbor attack in December 1941, the country’s political and military 
leaders were faced with a dilemma:  the martial support apparatus had become 
so massive and complex that the available manpower was insufficient to cover 
all of its vital behind-the-lines positions.  Reluctant at first to request female 
assistance, they soon discovered that women were ready, willing, able, and 
eager to assist their male counterparts with such traditional female duties as 

clerk/typists, and nurses, as well as in heretofore “male” roles -  e.g., pilots, 
aircraft trainers, lab technicians, codebreakers, mechanics, and truck 

mailto:rvc4@us.mensa.org
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drivers.  Valiant Women presents the concurrent chronologies of the war itself 
and the genesis and development of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, and Air Force women’s organizations.  The book also offers vivid 
character sketches of the directors of the various female networks, and of the 

individuals filling such unique assignments as radio engineer, aviation -training 
instructor, machinist's mate, communications technical expert, cartographer, and 
Oceanographic Unit director.  Andrews is also unsparing in her descriptions of 
difficulties the women encountered as military professionals, among which are 
the initial lack of official military status and the attendant medical benefits, 
gender and racial discrimination, disrespectful and abusive behavior by male 

soldiers and sailors, and starkly primitive living conditions.  The epilogue offers 
a summary of the postwar lives and achievements of several of these remarkable 
women who contributed immeasurably to the successful outcome of the Allied 

crusade. 

Has this book changed the way you think, your attitude toward life, or even your 
life itself?  If so, how?  Valiant Women is yet another source of information that 
is typically omitted from school textbooks, and is further proof that women are 
constantly underestimated in patriarchal societies.  The story of the Ninety-
Nines was particularly heartwarming, as my husband’s grandmother was a 
member of this sorority of women pilots.  The author’s commitment to racial 

equality was evident in the variety of cultures that her narrative represents - and 
also for capitalizing both White and Black in reference to ethnic 
designations.  This issue may seem trivial to some, but I submit that, if we really 
want to accord equal respect toward all, our language should reflect this ideal - 

please! 

Who should definitely read this book?  Why? Thoroughly researched and 
straightforward in style, this book should be required reading for all high school 
and college history students.  Everyone else can read it purely for human 
interest.  Feminists should appreciate the fact that the modern struggle for 
gender equality actually began with the involvement of women in the WWII 

fight against fascism.   

How long might it take to read this book?  Relatively modest in length - 294 
pages of text - and chock full of drama and surprising revelations,  this book can 

be perused in three to five days. 

Provide a short characteristic section, an awesome sentence, or an inspiring 

quote:   

 … When we look at World War II from the standpoint of the hundreds 
of thousands of American women who served in it, we find that they can teach 

us a great deal about how the war was fought and why the Allies won. 

 This new perspective reveals that the requirements of total war in the 

modern era stretch the capacity of even the largest and best prepared 
combatants.  It reveals that women were necessary in World War II because 
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victory required an unprecedented supply and support infrastructure to sustain 
forces on the front lines, and for the first time in American history, these 
demands could not be met by the male population alone.  It reveals that although 
the United States won this war with men serving on the front lines, it also won 

the war with the contributions of women in uniform serving in unprecedentedly 

diverse roles, filling the gaps that those men left behind. 

 These gaps were everywhere.   Not only did women work behind 
thousands of desks doing clerical and administrative tasks, but they also worked, 

often for the first time, in an extraordinarily diverse set of military 
occupations.  They served as pilots, aircraft trainers, photo interpreters, gunnery 
instructors, radiomen, metalsmiths, machinist’s mates, chemists, codebreakers, 
classification experts, lab technicians, translators, parachute riggers, ordnance 
experts, weather observers, control tower operators, mechanics, truck drivers, 

radarmen, quartermasters, pigeon trainers, and much more. 

 In these and many other roles, American women in uniform had a 
direct and outsize impact on the US war effort, especially in the support 
functions that underwrote the Allied victory.  If we want to fully understand why 

the Allies won this war, then we must understand its women. 

 

Solutions to November Puzzle: 

 

1. 3VE3T3 = conversation 
2. 1V2ET = avocet 
3. VE1T5 = vestibule 
4. 1VE1T3 = overtime 
5. 2V2E1T = movement 
6. V6ET2 = vinaigrette 
7. 2V3ET = coverlet 

8. 5V2E1T = bereavement 
9. 8VE1T4 = incontrovertible 
10. 5VE1T3 = misadventure 

 

 

Theodore Talk  

Brad Lucht 
 

This is a reminder that there are no Theodore Talks in November or December, 
as the fourth Sunday of the month often conflicts with holidays  
 

We have finalized our list of talks for 2025. Once again, the first six talks will 
tie in to the AG host city, in this case Chicago. You will be hearing from us 
again towards the end of November with information about the January 
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talk. The full list of talks will be published in the January issue of the  Mensa 
Bulletin and will be posted on the American Mensa National Events Calendar 
website as well. 

  

 

  

The Enigma Machine 

Timothy Bentley 

Sunday, November 17, 02:30 PM PACIFIC TIME (5:30 PM 

Eastern) 

During WWII the Germans used a machine that was supposed to encrypt 
communications beyond the possibility of deciphering. If the allies hadn't 
obtained an Enigma machine and devoted considerable resources to decoding 
the German military communications, the outcoe of WWII may have been very 

different. 

Tim will discuss: 

● The importance of the Enigma in WWII 

● The inner workings of Enigma 

● How the allies were able to obtain a machine  

● The deciphering of messages at Bletchley Park  

Timothy Bentley was born in England where he attended the Kings School in 
Chester, a school founded by Henry VIII in 1541. He emigrated to the US in 

1976 and earned an MBA from CSULB. 

Tim has been a member of Mensa for 40 years. He is active in many discussion 

groups and is usually the MC for the Speaker Series. 

This is a Zoom presentation/ Please register at: 

https://livepresentation.link/SignUp 

Virtual SIG Discussion Groups 

Ken Lawrence 
 

Virtual Discussion SIG 

This discussion group meets via Zoom every Saturday afternoon at 2:00 PM 
EST and is open to all Mensans. Discussion topics are proposed by group 
members and a list of suggested topics, as well as a chance to comment on these 
topics, is available on Facebook at M Saturday Discussion Group. This group is 
also hosted by Ken Lawrence and you may contact Ken for more information 

about this group at MVirtualDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 

https://livepresentation.link/SignUp?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0An_jbAIxhwykKGxNk_IF-rX48jdC8WklddKRBC80-TtnuWFv8FqOjRaM_aem_m1Bdo07TVrsyCnTTaSmCUQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/400962795616373
mailto:MVirtualDiscussionGroup@gmail.com
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Meeting ID: 867 2610 8623, Passcode: 1234 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86726108623?pwd=cUgyelF2K0ZLQzNWbVByZE9

UMXpxdz09 

 Brain Storming SIG 

The Mensa Brainstorming group meets via Zoom each Sunday evening at 9:00 
PM EST and the group’s focus is to offer members an opportunity to brainstorm 
regarding the ways we do things and to provide members with a place to talk 
with others from our Mensa family. This group is also hosted by Ken Lawrence 
and you may contact Ken for more information about this group 
at MBrainstormingSessions@gmail.com or visit the group’s Facebook page 

at M Brainstorming. 

Meeting ID: 829 0860 0785, Passcode: 1234 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82908600785?pwd=Kzl4YUhFbklwSnpCTTl4TDdH

N0Jsdz09 

Mensa Christian Bible Study SIG 

Religion has a longer intellectual history than science, and Newton published 

more about the Bible than physics. And certainly, we should be more concerned 
with things that affect us for eternity than things for which our interest will 
disappear after a mere eighty years or so. In this group, members evaluate the 
Bible from a Christian perspective, and all are welcome to join every Sunday 
evening via Zoom at 7:00 PM EST. The group is hosted by Ken Lawrence and 

questions may be directed to Ken at VirtualChristianBibleStudy@gmail.com. 

Meeting ID: 864 8888 0838, Passcode  1234 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488880838?pwd=QUVUaFhPSjI0Tkt5V1pDZGln

RU5TUT09 

 

Central Indiana Mensa ExCom 9/17/24 

Karen Wilczewski, Secretary 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Central Indiana Mensa ExCom was held 
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, September 17, 2024. 
LocSec Jan Pfeil Doyle called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  
Members present: Jan Pfeil Doyle, Barb George, Ann Hake, Karen Wilczewski, 
Kurt Williams, and Bob Zdanky 

Absent: Judy Weitzman 
Guests: Teresa Gregory, Jon Applegate, Pat Milligan, Emily Boomershine  
 
The August meeting minutes were approved as amended. Kurt moved and Barb 
seconded. The motion passed. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86726108623?pwd=cUgyelF2K0ZLQzNWbVByZE9UMXpxdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86726108623?pwd=cUgyelF2K0ZLQzNWbVByZE9UMXpxdz09
mailto:MBrainstormingSessions@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/955558622820867
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82908600785?pwd=Kzl4YUhFbklwSnpCTTl4TDdHN0Jsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82908600785?pwd=Kzl4YUhFbklwSnpCTTl4TDdHN0Jsdz09
mailto:VirtualChristianBibleStudy@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488880838?pwd=QUVUaFhPSjI0Tkt5V1pDZGlnRU5TUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488880838?pwd=QUVUaFhPSjI0Tkt5V1pDZGlnRU5TUT09
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Barb moved to approve the August Treasurer’s report, Bob seconded. The 
motion passed. 
 
Due to computers being down, a membership report was compiled by Jan based 

on information available as of the 7/31/24 meeting from American Mensa: total 
members: 410, 0 new, 0 move-in, 2 rejoin, and 5 prospects. 
 
The August membership report was compiled by Jan based on information 
available as of 8/31/24 from American Mensa: total members: 411, 0 new, 0 
move-in, 1 rejoin, and 7 prospects. 

 

Old Business 

 
Ann has a testing scheduled for October 27 on the northside. 
 
New Business 

 
As noted in the minutes for the July ExCom, the number of candidates for 
ExCom exactly matched the number of positions to be filled in the election; 
therefore, in accordance with our Bylaws, the candidates were declared elected 
by acclamation. These newly elected members are: Jan Pfeil Doyle, Ethan 
Blocher-Smith, Emily Boomershine, Ann Hake, Candis King, Judy Weitzman, 

and Karen Wilczewski. They will take office on October 1. Jan Pfeil Doyle has 
been elected as LocSec; the remainder of the offices will be determined at the 
October ExCom meeting as per the Bylaws. 
 
James Lowery will be October’s monthly meeting guest speaker at the invitation 
of Alan Schmidt. Jan would like to offer an honorarium for this special guest 

speaker. Bob moved, Kurt seconded the motion to give James Lowery a $100 
honorarium when he comes to our October monthly meeting. 
 
Thank yous were given to Barb, Bob, and Kurt for their service to this ExCom, 
while a hearty welcome goes to Candis King, Emily Boomershine, and Ethan 
Blocher-Smith for joining the new term of ExCom in October. 

 
Kurt moved the meeting be adjourned at 7:35 p.m. Barb seconded. The motion 
passed. 
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Treasurer’s Report  

Kurt Williams 
Balance Sheet (as of 9/30/2024) 

Bank Accounts  8/30/2024 9/30/2024 

Checking – Regular  $ 2,763.32 $ 2,118.95 

Checking – Scholarship  717.90 217.90 

Checking – MG Cash  25.00 25.00 

Checking – Events Checking   3,516.61 3,516.61 

CD – First Internet 10,000.00 10,000.00 

CD interest payment   

Total Assets  $ 17,022.83 $ 15,878.46 

  Unrealized accrued interest 

on CD 202.74 

246.09 

USPS Stamps Value $ 227.70  $ 227.70  

Total Number of USPS 

Stamps 414 414 

Profit & Loss Statement (9/1/2024 – 9/30/2024) 

Income  

  Monthly Gathering Income  (Aug-$42, Sep-$46)  $ 88 

 Lapsed Member Contact Incentive  35.00 

 National Support                           348.50 

  Testing Support 0 

  New Member/Lapsed Member  1.00 

Total Income  $437.50  

Expense  

  MG Hospitality  $ 0 

  Scholarship fund transfer to MERF 500.00 

 MIND Printing  333.37 

 Facility Rental (All Souls)  100.00 

Total Expenses  $933.37 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 

Invitation for Intellectual Stimulation 
Scott Keller 
The Indianapolis Literary Club is now in its 149 th year of meetings in which 
members present an essay for the consideration of the membership, providing 
enriching conversation and fellowship throughout the year.  We issue an 
invitation to any man to explore membership by visiting our website. 
The Indianapolis Literary Club is one of the remaining all-male literary clubs in 

the nation.  There are three all-female literary clubs in Indianapolis. 
What could be more appropriate for male Mensans? 
For additional information, please contact Scott Keller at 
jscottkeller44@gmail.com, or at 317-443-6399 cell. 

 

ICYMI2 (In Case You Missed It, 2) 

 

 
Quite the spread at the Mensa Monthly Gathering, 10/11/2024  

mailto:jscottkeller44@gmail.com
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Mensa Monthly Gathering Location 

All Souls Unitarian Church 

5805 E. 56th St., Indianapolis 

• From I-465 on the east side of Indianapolis, take the 56th St exit west 
(exit 40). 

• Turn left on Channing Rd (1.2 miles from the I-465 exit). 

• The church parking lot is on your left. 

• Look for signs within the building, meeting in Beattie Room 

 

 
 

 
 

 


